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with all my strength; but before I tender you this love, I intend to make myself worthy of your affection.
" I will make a last effort to give back to you the man you have loved since childhood, and whom, most probably, you will never cease to love. While awaiting success or defeat, accept, with no trace of shame, the modest comforts which I can give you both. To-morrow we will look out a suitable abode for him.
"Is your esteem sufficiently great to allow me to be a sharer in your guardianship ? "
Marianna, astounded by such generosity, held out her hand to the Count; he took it, and departed, endeavoring to evade the civilities of Giardini and his wife.
Next day Andrea was taken up to the room in which Gam-bara and his wife lived. Though Marianna fully recognized the noble nature of her lover ( for there are natures which can quickly read), she was too good a housewife not to show embarrassment on receiving so great a gentleman in so humble a chamber. But it was exquisitely clean. She had spent the morning in dusting her motley furniture, the handiwork of Signor Giardini, who had devoted his moments of leisure to constructing it from the woodwork of instruments which had been discarded by Gambara.
Never in his life had Andrea seen anything so amazing. To keep a sober countenance he was compelled to turn away his eyes from a bed, so grotesquely manufactured by the ingenious cook out of the case of an old harpsichord, to look at Marianna's narrow couch, of which the single mattress was covered with a white lawn counterpane, a circumstance which surcharged his mind with sad, but some sweet thoughts.
He wished to talk of his plans and morning's work; but the enthusiastic Gambara, who believed that he had at last found a willing auditor, seized upon the Count and made him listen to an opera which he had written for the Parisians.
" In the first place, monsieur/5 said Gambara, " allow me to explain the subject in two words. Here in Paris people who receive a musical impression do not work it out in their own minds, as religion teaches us to develop sacred texts, by